Partner with
us to get ahead
World-class equine
research at Hartpury

We understand the
equestrian industry

25

+

years at the heart
of UK equestrianism

At Hartpury, we enjoy the best of both worlds.
We have an incredible equestrian heritage, combined with a dynamic
team. We ask the right research questions to keep practice moving
forwards and improve horse and rider performance. For more
than 25 years, Hartpury Equine Centre has been at the heart of UK
equestrianism. This puts us in a unique position to partner with
organisations of all sizes. We use the latest technology and knowledge
to help our partners use research to perform better in business
or competition.
Hartpury is in the enviable position of being a world-leading Equine
Therapy Centre, Rider Performance Centre, international equestrian
venue and, as a university, a centre of quality teaching and research.
On any given day, our 360-hectare site is home to an unprecedented
wealth of equine talent and expertise, whether it’s our staff, our
industry partners, or the riders and horses that train here. As a hive
of equestrian activity, we have built a wide network of industry
professionals, nationally and internationally; like us they are dedicated
to making a worthwhile contribution to horse sport. Partner with
us and you will benefit from our knowledge, relationships, networks
and reputation.

Working with Olympians

Our water treadmill is a favourite with Team GB
members and we have supported many equine
Olympians in their preparations for Beijing 2008,
London 2012 and Rio 2016, as well as European
and World Equestrian Games.

At Hartpury University,
we’re ideally placed to
deliver top-quality research

We’re an international destination

Hartpury Arena plays host to more than 60
competitions throughout the year, including three
major annual events that attract competitors
from across the globe: the NAF Five Star Hartpury
International Horse Trials, the Hartpury Festival
of Dressage and the Hartpury Showjumping
Spectacular.
Our global reputation means we have access
to world-leading expertise.

Our world-leading
facilities
Leading equestrian centre
We have been trailblazers since we first opened our doors. Hartpury
leads the way in equine therapy and rider performance; using a
unique combination of facilities and staff to provide valuable services
for our customers. This spirit of innovation continues to drive us,
prompting us to collaborate with businesses, industry bodies and
other research organisations in the search for new knowledge.
Equine Therapy Centre
Since 1999, our Equine Therapy Centre has helped thousands of
horses to achieve their performance potential. Improving equestrian
performance is our business as well as our research interest.
Our strength lies in our unique blend of research capability and
professional facilities and expertise.
The Margaret Giffen Centre for Rider Performance
The Margaret Giffen Centre for Rider Performance gives riders of
all levels and abilities access to world-class resources and specialist
expertise in rider assessment, strength and conditioning, sports
psychology and nutrition. The facilities include a strength and
conditioning suite, treatment rooms and Racewood Eventing Simulator.

Meet our Racewood Eventing Simulator

The Racewood Eventing Simulator uses state-of-the-art technology to replicate grand
prix dressage movements, grid work, showjumping and cross-country. Invaluable
in our Rider Performance Clinics and research, it’s used to help our experts get right
to the core of rider performance issues, be they physical or physiological.

Our Racewood Eventing
Simulator is among the most
advanced in the world

Our research is
making a major
contribution to the
equestrian industry
across the globe
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Aqua fit water treadmill (the first of its
kind in the UK) for low-impact exercise
for rehabilitation and conditioning

World leaders in equine hydrotherapy
We’ve made a major contribution to equine hydrotherapy practice
across the world. We host professionals at Hartpury and visit yards
and therapy centres internationally to share our latest research
findings and lead best practice. With 20 years of experience, we’re
well-placed to share the benefits of our experience in equine
rehabilitation and training.

Our facilities include:

Sato high speed treadmill for standardised exercise tests
Veterinary surgeons on-site daily – qualified medical expertise to consult with
A purpose-built trot up for repeatable and safe examination of soundness
Electromyography for measuring muscle activity
Qualisys 3D motion capture inertial motion sensors for objective gait analysis

Saddle pressure mat
to investigate horsesaddle interface

3D motion capture
for state-of-theart biomechanical
research

Access to 230 horses
on site from novice
to elite

7 internationalstandard arenas
for in-field study

We ask the right questions
Research with impact
We look at the equine industry through an expert lens to find practical
solutions to real-life problems. We have 230 horses on site as well as an
Equine Academy, which trains up-and-coming equine talent; our events
and professional networks have international reach. All this gives us
unprecedented access to real equestrian athletes for our research.
As a dynamic, agile team with a range of specialisms and the latest
equipment, we focus on real-world research. As an autonomous
research group, we pride ourselves on our ability to respond quickly
and make things happen. Both the wealth of experience and contacts
we have established help shape our research.
When an organisation approaches us with an issue, we ask the right
questions and have the resources to pursue the answer. Our studies,
of all sizes, have generated impact, from improving equine training
and welfare to informing product development and promotion.

“We have a long-running relationship with
Hartpury. There is a huge amount of value in
the research they do with our products. We
listen to our customers and Hartpury is one of
the key organisations we work with that helps
inform our decisions on what we develop next.”
John Carr
Head of Computing, Racewood

Case study

Trialling a new
supplement for Tharos
Horses with a heavy workload often receive diets that are high
in cereal. However, too much cereal can cause digestive upset in
horses. UK based equine supplement company Tharos approached
us to investigate a new nutritional supplement, which aimed to
improve digestive health in horses. They wanted to access the range
of horses that we have at Hartpury, from novice to elite, on different
diets and training plans.
We collected faecal samples which Hartpury scientists analysed
and undertook extensive heart rate and eye temperature
monitoring, before collating and sharing the results. Alongside
informing product refinements, findings from the research helped
to craft important messages for marketing materials. Tharos were
so impressed that they invited research project lead Dr Hieke Brown
to present to some of the UK’s most successful racehorse trainers.

We have an extremely able and motivated pool
of student riders and researchers to support
your project
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“Hartpury’s commercial activity
means we’re surrounded by
equestrian athletes, from grassroots to
international level, week-in, week-out.
With access to such a range of horses
and riders, we have a huge advantage
in our ability to access real life or
simulated scenarios for research and
product testing.
“It’s an unparalleled opportunity
for businesses to test ideas. We are
talking to customers every day, which
is another big plus for the businesses
that work with us. It is easy for us to talk
to customers because so many come
to Hartpury!”
Dr Kathryn Nankervis
Equestrian Performance Arena Lead

“It’s an unparalleled opportunity
for businesses to test ideas.”

Case study

Pioneering work with
Master Saddle Fitting
Consultants to evaluate
saddle-fitting techniques
“Hartpury has the balance between
research-orientated and industryqualified experts. This enables us to
create research projects with impact.”
Dr Hieke Brown
Senior lecturer at Hartpury

Our findings have
already changed
the saddle fitters’
techniques

Correct saddle fitting can make all the difference to both the rider and
horse, in terms of comfort, safety and performance. Yet, many issues
arise from ill-fitting saddles. Using a research grant from the British
Horse Foundation, this project involved a collaboration between our
experts, professional saddle fitters and expert equine veterinarian
Dr Sue Dyson from the Animal Health Trust, Newmarket.
Our aim was to evaluate the effectiveness of current saddle fitting
techniques, assessing where and how improvements could be made.
We compared anatomical landmarks, found using radiography, with
external palpation techniques. This finding has already changed the
saddle fitters’ technique and will be presented at the next Saddle
Research Trust conference.

“I like the approachability of the Hartpury team, they talk in lay
terms to people like me. Dr Kathryn Nankervis is an inspiration; she
understood exactly what we needed and got our research question
centre-stage. This means we can now start changing practice for
the better.”
Steph Bradley
Managing Director, Freedom Saddlery

Collaborate with us
We have always pushed hard to generate new knowledge and
understanding. As Hartpury University, research will be higher on
the agenda than ever before. What’s more, we’ll have more resources
devoted to pursuing new understanding in the equine industry.
It’s the start of an exciting era for us and we want to create more
successful partnerships that will have lasting impact.
We partner with businesses and organisations of all sizes, from
local companies to international sporting bodies, on a wide range
of research projects. Our aim is to make a difference at every level,
from grassroots to the international scene. We always focus on realworld results, which ensures even seemingly modest projects have
meaningful outcomes.
At Hartpury, our research expertise doesn’t stop at equine. We
have multi-disciplinary research groups that allow us to draw
on expertise from areas such as sport, animal science and veterinary
nursing. Alongside our networks, this gives us, and the partners
we collaborate with, access to a powerful scope of knowledge
and research.

Creating a lasting partnership with
Ed de Giles Racing
“Our relationship with Ed de Giles Racing is typical of the close
links we build at Hartpury. We consulted with Ed on the most
appropriate training tools for his racehorses including use of a highspeed treadmill. We then conducted a project to asess how hard his
horses were working during swimming. This is typical of the kind
of bespoke project we can use to inform training regimes.”
Dr Kathryn Nankervis
Equestrian Performance Arena Lead

Our status as
Hartpury University
puts research high
on our agenda

Why partner with us?
Access our talent pool
of researchers and industry specialists
Work with a wide variety of riders
and horses
Benefit from cutting-edge facilities 		
and industry thinking
Become known as a driver for 		
innovation

Case study

An international
collaboration with
Fédération Equestre
Internationale (FEI)
Recent questions have been raised about the suitability of paradressage classifications, which have revealed a significant lack
of scientific underpinning. This is an exciting project, run by the
University of Central Lancashire, with the aim of designing a more
evidence-based approach to para-equestrian classification. The threeyear project will include a study undertaken at our international
Hartpury Festival of Dressage 2019 event and in our famous Margaret
Giffen Centre for Rider Performance. The research will not only
provide an evidence base for para-dressage classification, but will
yield exciting new information about how riders use their physicality
to communicate with their horse.

Examples of who we work with

“We understand how the industry
works but we also understand
how people ride, which makes
us ideally placed to support this
exciting global project.”
Dr Jane Williams, Head of Animal
and Agriculture Department

Lee Pearson and Styletta – Para
Individual Championship Test Grade II
Festival of Dressage 2018
© by Kevin Sparrow

Training
In addition to our research projects, we run training services tailored
our clients’ needs. We run courses for members of British Dressage
South West and are a training venue for the British Racing School.
We receive great feedback from our training courses and are proud
to be seen as a trusted training partner.

“The British Racing School is delighted with
the links that have been established with
Hartpury University. We share an unwavering
focus on the quality of training and education
and hope that this relationship will strengthen
further in the months and years to come.”
Duncan Gregory
Operations Director, British Racing School

About Hartpury Equestrian Performance Arena
Hartpury’s strength in equestrian performance research and
knowledge exchange stems from our equestrian expertise, our
commercial activity on site, our involvement in international
competition and our relationships with industry and other academic
institutions. We have world-leading facilities and excellent research
tools, enabling biomechanical and physiological studies of both horse
and rider, as well as access to suitable types and numbers of horses
for our studies.
To speak to us about your research or training needs, please contact:
Dr Kathryn Nankervis
E: kathryn.nankervis@hartpury.ac.uk
T: +44 (0) 1452 702108

To speak to us about your research or training needs, please contact:
Dr Kathryn Nankervis
Equestrian Performance Arena Lead
E: kathryn.nankervis@hartpury.ac.uk
T: +44 (0) 1452 702108
www.hartpury.ac.uk

